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War Week

In Review
%

By H. L. JONES
Canadian Press Staff Writer

Three months: ago, this was to
have been—some optimists said—
the Christmas the Allies would cel-
ebrate in Berlin. Instead the boys
from Canada and Britain and the
United States and their French,
Polish, Czech and Belgian com-
rades on the western front are
fighting grimly, mired in the mud
and fog, facing heavy snow in some
regions, battling to counteract the
fiercest German onslaught en-
countered since the Caen fighting
just after D-Day.

Field Marshal Von Runstedt
picked his moment for counterat-
tack wisely. Rarely has the vile
weather with which the Allies have
consistently plagued been
worse; and the Allied air forces
which could win the present battle
of Belgium wit hseveral days’ con-
secutive flving time have been
grounded almost since it began.

Also the moment hardly could
have been chosen better from the
political standpoint. With hints of
Allied misunderstanding arising
over Greek and Polish problems,
the sharp set-back which the U.S.
1st Army received—and accom-
panying havoc wrought in General
Eisenhower’s time-table—has re-
doubled the weight to be borne by-
the United Nations’ home fronts.

With his depleted reserves and
in view of the multiple-front war
which he must fight, it is obvious

_the enemy does not intend his lat-

est stroke as an attempt to win the
war, but merely as an effort to de-
lay its outcome in western Europe.
The play for time-—partly in order
to allow German scientists to.de-
velop further refinements of -their
V-weapons, and also to allow a
space inu which Allied digerences:
migh!{ conceivably grow to disa-
greements whic hwould render a
compromise . peage acceptable—is
an obvious one, "'

-.But it-hes -give

but once in a war. The very magni-
tude of the German effort bears
with it an accompanying danger;
Von Rundstedt has committed such
a weight of men and armor to his
offensive that if his gamble fails
the war will be considerably short-
ened, rather than lengthened.
The Allies have the men, mater-
ial and generalship in France and,
the Low Countries to deliver the’
coup de grace to the Germans.
So Christmas, 1r44, finds the Al-
lied armies pressing a vicious bat-
tle in the snow, fog and mud of
the Western Sront, trying to halt
the first major German push since
D-Day. Allied leaders do not doubt
that they will halt it, but on just
how long it will take them to get
back on the offensive in the Bel-
gian sector may depend just how
long it will take to beat the Nazis.

Enemy Drive Slowed

At the week’s end hard-hitting
troops hal slowed the flanks of the
German drive into Belgium and
Luxembourg. However, dispatches
from the front said the Nazis had
advance 15 miles due west of the
Belgium town of Bastogne and had
reached St. Hubert, which lies 29
miles northeast of the French city
of Sedan.

The Germans were reported to
be checked in the area of St. Vith,
Malmedy and Stavelot and all the
three towns had been returned to
Allied hands. However, the Nazis
at the same time were broadecast-
ing the capture of St. Vith and this
may be so since Allied communi-
ques are late in getlting out.

One iront-line observer, Assoc-
jiated Press war correspondent
Roger Greene, declared that it was
too carly to say taht the G¥rman
counterattack nlan had failed lf
it was intended to sweep across the |
Meuse River in the first run. How-
ever, every passing hour gives the

Allics a chance to build up their:

defensive positions and General
Eisenhower’s counter-measures are
growing stronger,

Washington military men believe
that the Germans will hold back
Ltheir final rescrves of strength for
a2 while yet. These officials believe
that the German High Command
is walting for apossibl e opportun-
ity to surround and destroy two or
three Allied armies. Just how suc-
cessful this plan can be only Lo’
can tell.

Bad weather grounded powerful
Allied aiv fleetd, but at lhe week
end they rose in strength—fort-
resses and other bomber; wilh
fighter escort—tio go Lo work on
German communication snd sup-
ply lines feeding the Nazt counter-
offensive for the first tirae in three
days. Alr power mayv play a decis-
ive part In checking and turing
back the German Lthcduse if the
weather holds good.

(Sec WAR, page 4)
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Greyhound Lines

|To-Operate Prince

Georgeto Coast -

Throuzh bus service daily frem
Vancouver to Prince George w.ll
be provided commencing Jnnuary
7, British Columbia Greyhound
Lines announced last week.

Al present it is necessary to take
a train from Vancouver to Ash-
croft to connect with the northern
daily bus. .

Tentative schedule under the
new gervice, which, we understand,
has been approved by the Public
Utilities Gommission, will despatch
a bus from V’mcouver at 9730 p.m.
and land it in Prince George 23
hours later, at 8 30 p.m. the follow—‘
ing day. _

The new service is being pmv1d—
ed as a result of lifting of wartime
restrictions on through bus service.

Two years ago the government
cut out many bus lines which par-
allelled 1a11ways

Plans Go Ahead

To Help Farmers
Clear Land

Commendable and constructive
is the new policy of the British
Columbia government which will
provide for the setting up of mach-
inery depots at strategic . points
throughout the 'province with a
view to facilitating land breaking
at a minimum of cost.” -

Bulldozers and other labor-sav-
ing devices will be secured and will
be made available from these cen-
tral points. A local committee,
which in effect will. be a. board of

CBC Owerseas Wor?cshop

b2 %
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The success of CBC war corres-
pondents
Canada has onlv been possible be-
cause of the work ¢f skiiled CBC
tngineers in uniform like Paul
Johnson, left, and Harold Wads-
worth.

The men are pictured in the
workshop of CBC’s Overseas Unit
in London as they-check and test
their equipment, some of it battle-
scarred from campaigns on the

o

German and Italian fronts.
broadcasting home to|
found that new equipment couldn’t
.be bought in Britain, they made
.up .their own portable sets from
‘bits and pieces. In the field they

recpondents like Matthew Halton,
- Peter Stursberg

‘daily roundup at 4:45 and 10:15
p.m.

When the Canadian engineers

handle facilities for CBC war cor-

and Bill Herbert,
whose reports are heard on the

Wells Man Shoots

Selt Early Hours

Christmas Morning

Frank Johnson of Wells shot and
killed himself in the early morn-
ing hours of Chrlsl,nns day, at
Wells

roferess,- whose- dptyvmﬂ}..“c/mmeobnston was -well. l'nown here,

malke the allocations of the mach-
inery, will function at each cen-
tre. It will fix charges and impose
such conditions as may seem to be
reasonahle and necessary.

The Dbhack-breaking and heart-
breaking labor that will be saved,
and the time and money that will
be saved by means of this practical
plan can never be fully known.

Now by means of government
bulldozers and, other equipment,
land clearing, even In the tough
districts, will he a relatively simple
and non-costly operation.

In a way, this progressive policy
is in keeping with the times. The
spirit of the day is co-operative.
The world example is the allied ar-
ray of armies, navies and air forc-
es, backed by consummate organ-
ing skill, concentrated in a single
purpose—the restoration of hu-
manity on a decent basis.

Smooth, precise team-play is nec-
essary to victory.

So with the forces of nature
which are difficult of conquest but
kindly when conquered, there is an
approach which reduces the strain
on men and women who take to
the land and this approach is being
arranged and organized.—The Tri-
bune.

CBC ACTRESS

Pictured herc beside a CBS
microphone in Hollywood is
June Whitley, pert Vancouver
actress who is home again to
star in CBC network produc-
Lions after several years in
the United States.

Before coming north to star
in CBC network productions
on the “Vancouver Playhouse”
broadcasts, June Whitley had
been a leading lady on such
well known Hollywood radio
productions as “The Adven-
tures of RafTles,’1’ “I Was
There,” “Suspense,” and Or-
son Welles' Mercury Theatre,

Sh2 was a member of the
Hollywood Victory Committee
and the famed Hollywood
Canteen,

having worked for almost a year
getting out birch to be shipped to
the Coast. He had returned to
Wells only a few weeks ago to make
his home. According to the story
from Wells no reason was known
for his act. He told his wife he was
going to blow his head off, picked
up a shotgun and went outside in-
to a lane and discharged the gun
into his head. Mrs. Johnson heard
the shot and went out to -.ad him
dead.

He leaves two small children be-
sides his widow.

B.C. Government Employees’
Ass'n Holds Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Ques-
nel Branch of the B.C. Provincial
Government Employee’s Associa-
tion was held at the Court House
on Thursday, December 21.

Officers for the coming year were
elected as follows:

President—R. Stephenson

Vice-Pres.—James Williams

Secretary—Miss M. Trueman

Treasurer—John Corlett

The executive is composed of the
chair officers, with Miss J. Locke,
H. Fullerton and W. A. Locke.

:S. Allen and Miss J. Locke were
reappointed agent and assistant
respectively to handle the affairs
of the Benefil Society.

Badminton Club To

Start Play January 4

First night of play of the Ques-
ney Badminton Club for the sea-
son will be held at the Legion Hall
Thursday night, Jenuary 4. This
will be the .arst games of the local
Club for two yecars, Last year the
members were all prepared for the
ceason when it was disocvered, duc
to wartime conditions, that it was
impossible Lo get shuttlecocks.

A reorganization meeting will be
held during the cvening, and all
members and those wishing to join
the Club are asked to be present.

We understand Chas. Edkins,
who has been working as level man
with the government survey on the
new Hope-Princeton road, has
taken over the position ol hook-
keeper with John Lazzarin at the
Home 0il Co, here.

* * »

Jack Fraser, popular member of
the town’s younger sect, left on
Tuesday’s train for Vancouver Lo
report Lo the Navy, We understand
Mrs, Fraser and their young dau-
ghter will remain here for the
present. Before Jack lefi on Tues-
day members of the Quesnel Vol-
unteer Firemen’s Association met
at the Cariboo Hotel to wish him
good Iyck in his new undertaking.

’_.,,to 2 hemorrhage.. . . .

Former Prairie Resident
Passes Away Tuesday

-ago and has made his home here

Snow Blankets Cariboo

slowing up trafTic

The death took place at the lo-
cal hospital Tuesday of John Hale,
an elderly man who came to Cari-
boo from the Prairies a few years

.8ince. He was stricken Monday
night and rushed to the hospital,
where he succumbed the next d'xy

LT

s

* Little is known of M1 Hale ex-
cept he was an old-<timer of the
Prairie Provinces and had follow-
ed farming all his life. As far as
is known he has no immediate rel-
atives.

Funeral services were held on
Thursday, Rev. J. H. Hobbins con-
ducting the service, and burial took
place in the local cemetery.

Fire Completely
Guts Farm Home

0t Nick Mickler

Fire completely destroyed the
home of Nick Mickler and family
on Thursday afternoon last. Mr.
and Mrs. Mickler were operating
what is known as the Ainsworth
ranch, a mile east of the Quesnel
River ferry crossing.

Mr. and Mrs. Mickler and older
children were outdoors Thursday
afternoon attending to the chores
ahout the place. When they return-
ed they found the house in flames,
and had difficulty in rescuing the
baby, which had been left asleep
in the house.

The flames had gained so much
I~adway that it was impossible fo
do anything. The family lost all
their clothing and furnishings in
the house., It is not known what
started the fire, but it is thought
to be a defeclive stovepipe.

Slows Up Road Traffic

The Cariboo District has been
practically snowbound for the past
veck, with intermittent snowfall
all along the line,
Stages and “buses have been run-
ning as much as eight hours be-
hind their schedules, battling the
heavy roads. Private travel has
been cut to a minimum.

Farmers and townspeople, how-
over, welcome the snowfall, To the
farmer it means moist®e in the
spring, and to the townsfolk less
danger of {rozen water mains and
pipes. It is reported that frost had
penctratecd the ground to a depth

of four four feet before the snow

came.

Rev. J. H, Hobbins was discharg-
ed” from the hospital last week in
time Lo conduct Christmas service
at St. Andrew’s United Church and
spend C‘hristmas*with his family,
. » »

There appears to be a dearth of
wood fuel in Quesnel at present,
many residents running around
trying to caddge a half-cord to
carry on with until they make ar-
rangements for a substantial sup-
plv, .
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News From the

[ ]
Capital
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Agricultural production in the
Province for the year 1944 has
reached the phenomenal total of
approximately $100,000,000. This
is perhaps the greatest develop-
ment that has taken place in any
of the four basic industries in Bri-
tish Columbia, it was reported by
Hon. K. C. MacDonald, M.nister of
Agriculture, when figures for the
four primary industries came un-
der review.

It is estimated-that the agricul-
o1 production this year will total
$100,000,000 and perhaps’ more
when final figures are in. This is
an increase of $14,000,000 over last
year's production figures and indi-
cates a terrific development over
a 10-year period. In 1934, agricul-
tural production was approxi-
mately $39,000,000. Hence this in-
dustry has grown by $61,000,000 in
a 10-year period, or an average in-
crease of more than $6,000,000 a
year.

Production in the most valuable
of British Columbia’s industries,
namely lumber, is expected to
reach $124,000,000 this year as
compared with $118,000,000 1last
year. This increase was due to a
greater log scale, better returns on
higher grade lumber and an in-
crease in spruce output.

The total production for the four
basic industries for 1944 is esti-
mated at $305,000,000, an increase
of approximately $5,000,000 over
last year. The increase is due en-
tirely to the gains made in the
fields of agriculture and lumber.

Mines production is down to
$50,000,000 as compared with $65,-
000,000 in 1943, while fishery pro-
dv(,tlon is down: to $31 000, 000 from:
$32,506,000 in-1943.

The oufstanding feature of this

a—— o s

revievs undoubtedly is the develop-

ment of agriculture in the past 10
years, This has been due largely
to the leadership and encourage-
ment given by the various meas-
ures and services instituted by the
Department of Agriculture.

"New Park Named

The famous stand of timber on
Vancouver Island which for years
has been known as Cathedral
Grove will be named the MacMil-
lan Park. The Government has
named this area in honor of Mr.
H. R. MacMillan, who made the
preservation of this beautiful tim-
berland possible through his do-
nation of 332 acres of land. The
government is now in the process
of taking final possession and will
shortly undertake a survey of the
area with a view to making plans
for park development.

The very generous gift of Mr.
MacMillan has caused widespread
comment, the latest being an edi-
torial in the Ottawa Citizen, com-
mending such public-spiritedness
to other citizens.

ICE RINK OPENED

Work of flooding the local ice
rink was completed during the
week, and children are now amus-
ing themselves at this healthful
sport. The rink this year has been
looked after by the Quesnel Ath-
letic Club.

Curling Club Ready

For Season Schedule

Members of the Quesnel Curling
Club, favored by ideal weather,
completed the flooding ol the lo-
cal rink during the week, and are
now prepared for what promises
to be an active season. The execu-
tive states that players for eight
rinks (men) have already signed
up for the seazon.

This year a. new scheme is being
tried out at the Clnb. The w;gs in
the “House” have been colore:d in
solidly by paintng the ice and
then flooding. It gives the rink gz
gala appearance and at the same
time makes it easy for anyone
shooting to determine the posmon
of the rocks in the “House.”

Eight skips will meet at the rink
tomorrow morning to pick their
respective rinks from the member-
ship, and play will get under way
as scon as possible in the coming

NOTICE

Pursuant to the pmvmons of
Section 5, of Chapter 111 of the
Revised Statutes of British Co-
lumbia, 1936, “Grazing Act”, no-
tice is heleby given that all horses
branded or unbranded, owned or
claimed by any person or persons,
must be removed from the Crown
lands within the exterior limits of
the Cariboo Grazing District (ap-
proved by Order-in-Council No.
955, August 4th, 1923) on or before
the first day of January of the
year 1945, and must be kept there-
from until the thirty-first day of
March of the year 1945.

During this period the Depart-
ment will give consideration to
applications of Livestock Associa-
tions, Farmers’ Institutes and oth-
ers, to shoot or otherwise ‘dispose
of w11d and useless horses encum-
‘berintgtheir-ranges, and dny ‘horse
found on these ranges during this
period may be shot or otherwise
disposed of. under the provisions
of the said “Grazing Act” and Reg-
ulations without further notice.

Dated at Vietoria, B.C., this 1st
day of December, 1944,

IE. T. KENNLEY,
Minister of Lands.

NOTICE

A general meeting of the Prince
George Branch, Navy League of
Canada, will be held at the Elks’
Hall, Prince George, B.C., Monday,
January 15, at 8 p.m., for election
of officers, etc. All purchasers of
Treasure Chest tlckets are mem-

hers.
- M. S. CAINE,
Secretary.

STRAYED

STRAYED onto the

18-21

property

known as Young’s Ranch, Aus-
tralian, in March, 1944, one 16-
months-old he1fe1 black with

white stockm@s on all four legs.
No visible brand. If this animal is
not claimed within 30 days after
the first appearance of this notice,
it will be sold by public auction to
defray expenses of feed and ad-
vertising.
Dated December 16, 1944,
KURT SEMMLER,
Australian, B.C.
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CARIBOO BRANCH, CANADIAN LEGION ANNUAL

New Year's

Eve

Dance

AND FLOOR SHOW

FLOOR SHOW STARTS 11 P.M.

SUNDAY,

DECEMBER 31

Legion Hall

‘BB MEET YOUR FRIENDS AT THE LEGION HALL
AND WELCOME IN TIHE NEW YEAR
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Che Catiboo Observer
Published a;;l;,nel, Carii)oo
District, B.C.

J. B. Huteheroft, Publisher

Devoted to thie interests of the
Cariboo District and to publishing
the facts relative to the interior of
British Columbia. ’

Subscription price $2.00 a year,
payable in advance.
Land Notices, 9 insertions $10.00
$17.50 for publication in
B.C. Gazette and Obser er

Water Notice, 30 days 15.00

‘Coal Notice, 5 insertions, - 7.50
Beer Licence, 5 insertions, 10.00
Display, per inch .............. 50

(Contract rates on application)
Legal Notices, line ... .16 and .12
Reading Notices, line 20
Legal advertising must be in by

W.ednesday of each week to ensure
publication in the next issue. In all
cases cash must accompany the
advertisement.

Address all communiciations and
make all cheques payable to
THE CARIBQO OBSERVER
. Quesnel, B.C.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

SO WE say good-bye to the old
year, close the door upon it
and turn to face 1945. No miracle
occurs at midnight; we are a lit-
tle older but probably no wiser; we
lack ever power to say we will be
happier or better men and women
in the coming months. The condi-
tions that shape our lives stare at
us blankly from the dates of the
new calendar. ’

For most of us January 1st is no
more a day of momentous decision
. than, say July 2nd or Septeniber
4th were or will be. Individual
crises—the points that all men
reach where they must stand and
decide which way they .are going
to turn—come regarvdless of dates.

But there is something in the
year-end that bids us pause; it is a
time for calm review of what has
passed, and for a prayer that we
will meet what is to come with |
honesty and courage.

In days of war no man can live
unto himself alone, o to a. great

quarter of 1945, and thzit any slack-
ening due to lighter demand for

equipment such as ships and prob-.
ably motor vehicles will be offset

by orders for aminunition.

The employment of massed ar-
tillery concentirations in the latter
part of this year resulted in new
and larger orders for heavy am-
munition, and the size of the order
received by D.IL. indicates also
the demand for small calibre car-
tricdges.

- Aids Rehabilitation

The part the labor department
is taking in the implementation of
legislation regarding veterans was
emphasized with the announce-
ment by Labor Minister Mitchell
that Byron F. Wood, formerly of
the University of Toronto staff,
has been appointed associate dir-
ector of national selective service
and assistant to the deputy minis-
ter of labor, Arthur MacNamara,

The labor department now is re-
sponsible for providing for the re-
turn to their former civilian jobs
of discharged members of the forc-
es through its administration of
the re-establishment in civil em-
ployment act.

Through its training branch the
department also will supervise
much of the work of trade train-
ing for veterans, whose placement
in employment will, it is planned,
be handled largely through the
employment service,

Veterans Minister MacKenzie
announced during the week that
the payment ol war service gratui-

ties will be begun soon after Jan-
uary 1, and also announced the
appointment of Lt.-Col. J. E. Ho-
gan -of Prince Edward Island and
Ottawa as assistant director of re-
establishment credits and Maj. L.
A. Dunlop of Toronto, a blinded
war veteran, as chief of the disa-
bility training and placement
branch.

The re-establishment credit is

an amount equal Lo the basic gra-

tuity —that is, $7.50 for each 30
days’ service in the western hem-
isphere and $15 for each 30 days’
service overseas. S

Canada’s 1944 lumber produc-
tion will hit a near all--time peak,
but the demands of war for lumber
are expected to elimb steadily dur-
ing 1945, ‘

33t e s

Not only in appreciation of our

pleasant business

relationship in

the past years, bul in all sincerity
ave wish you and yours

Happiness in the year to come

~[ALLISON DRUG & BOOK €O,

NYAL

(Established 1910)

REXALL

SUBSCRIPTIONS TAKEN TO ALL IVIA'(}AZINES AT
BEST POSSIBLE RATES.

All coupons in Ration Books No.

. ) Don't forgeb .that War Savings
3 and No. 4 expire tonight. -

Certificates are still a “best buy.”
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Wishing our Friends and Customers
a Prosperous New Year

C. D. HOY & CO.

Cariboo Hotei

Harold Cleland, Prop.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
B.C.

Quesnel -2-

extent our New Year hopes and
recollections are shared with our
countrymen. With them we have
seen 1944’s swelling promise of vie-
tory -bog down in the mud of the
Western Front, and had our sky-:
high summer dreams blown to rib-
bons by the harsh winds of reality.
We have survived that. With them
we now face 1945, labelled far more
confidently than ever 1944 was as
" the victory year. Although we con-
sciously brace ourselves for the
disappointments and setbacks that
must come, we still believe tenac-
iously in final victoery.

We could look at our personal
lives in much the same way. Each
new year,—each new day, for that
matter—promises to ke one of in-
dividual victory, be it worldly or
moral. Most of us are rueful when
we sit in honest contemplation of
our records, dubious when we lcox
ahead. But we still can believe that
_there are goals for us to achiecve
and that confidence cnables us to
say, and-to mean it:

BAPPY NEW YEAR!.

The Week
In Ottwwa

By DOUGLAS GREEN
Canadian Press Staff Writer

OTTAWA. — The likelihood that
export restrictions gradually will
be eliminated was scen in the an-|
nouncement by the trade depart-
ment last last week that export
permits restrictions covering a
number of commodities, notably
chemicals, have heen relaxed.

This announcement followed an
carlier one detailing the lifting of
restrictions on o large noember of
comniodities, and the department
said the exemptions were in line
with the policy-—announced Dec-
ember 1 by Trade Minister Mac-
Kinnon—of keeping the cexport
control schedule under constant
review so that it might be relaxed
-in accordance with the changing
supply situation.

It is hoped a graduzal elimina-.
tion of export reslrictions, consis-
tent with general improvement in
the domestic market, will encour-
age manulacturers and shippevs
by facilitating the flow of ship-
ments.

The announcement al Montlreal
that the Verdun, Que., plant ol De-
fence Industries, Limited, will be
entirely reconverted between now
and Mareh [lor the production of
250,000,000 rounds ol .30 ealibre
ammunition ordered hy the United
States Government lollowed on ap-
peal by Munitions Minister Howe
to Canadians working in gun am-
munition and explosive plants Lo
“stay on the job” throughout the
holiday season in view of the need
for a steady fow of wmmaunition,

It is expected here that Cana-
da’s war plants will continue at
peak output for at least the first
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ANADA’S pioneers, despite varying origins and

backgrounds, had one thing in common — Enter-
prise—the greatest force for progress ever known.

Enterprise which discovered and explored Canada,
developed and utilized her resources, built her cities
and populated her domain.

Enterprise which enabled General Motors to become,
in peace, producer of over a million civilian cars
and trucks—in war, a mighty arsenal forging front-
line weapons for a fighting people.

To meet the challenge of tomorrow, the enterprise
and initiative of General Motors will create better,

safer transportation, link communities
more closely together, provide faster,
easier distribution of goods, thus help- .
ing ensure this nation and her people ‘
of a rich and splendid future worthy of
a rich and splendid heritage.

GM-1144X

“GENERAL
MOTORS







